
First Reading   
Gen 9:8-15  

God spoke to Noah and his sons, óSee, I establish 
my Covenant with you, and with your descendants 
after you; also with every living creature to be found 
with you, birds, cattle and every wild beast with you: 
everything that came out of the ark, everything that 
lives on the earth. I establish my Covenant with you: 
no thing of flesh shall be swept away again by the 
waters of the flood. There shall be no flood to 
destroy the earth again.ô God said, óHere is the sign 
of the Covenant I make between myself and you and 
every living creature with you for all generations: I 
set my bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign of 
the Covenant between me and the earth. When I 
gather the clouds over the earth and the bow appears 
in the clouds, I will recall the Covenant between 
myself and you and every living creature of every 
kind. And so the waters shall never again become a 
flood to destroy all things of flesh.ô 
 

 
Second Reading  
1 Pt 3:18-22  

Christ himself, innocent though he was, died once 
for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to God. In the 
body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised 

to life, and, in the spirit, he went to preach to the 
spirits in prison. Now it was long ago, when 
Noah  was still building that ark which saved only a 
small group of eight people óby waterô, and when 
God was still waiting patiently, that these spirits 
refused to believe. That water is a type of the 
baptism which saves you now, and which is not the 
washing off of physical dirt but a pledge made to 
God from a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has entered heaven 
and is at Godôs right hand, now that he has made the 
angels and Dominations and Powers his subjects.  

 
Gospel  
Mk 1:12-15 

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he 
remained there for forty days, and was tempted by 
Satan. He was with the wild beasts, and the angels 
looked after him. After John had 
been arrested, Jesus went 
into Galilee. There he 
proclaimed the Good News 
from God. óThe time has comeô 
he said óand the kingdom of 
God is close at hand. Repent, 
and believe the Good News.ô 
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Iƻƭȅ aŀǎǎ ŀǘ .ŜǊŀƭŀΥ  aƻƴŘŀȅ ǘƻ CǊƛŘŀȅ сΦпрŀƳΣ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ǘƻ CǊƛŘŀȅ фΦмрŀƳΣ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ уΦллŀƳΣ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 
фΦллŀƳ !ŘƻǊŀǝƻƴ ϧ bƻǾŜƴŀΦ  Iƻƭȅ aŀǎǎ ŀǘ !ǳōǳǊƴ {ƻǳǘƘΥ  ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ фΦллŀƳ  όŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘŜǊƳ ƻƴƭȅύ 

[ƻǊŘΩǎ 5ŀȅ aŀǎǎ .ŜǊŀƭŀΥ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ рΦллŀƳ ό±ƛƎƛƭύ {ǳƴŘŀȅ млΦллŀƳ  [ƻǊŘΩǎ 5ŀȅ aŀǎǎ !ǳōǳǊƴ {ƻǳǘƘΥ {ǳƴŘŀȅ уΦллŀƳ 
wŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǝƻƴ ŀǘ .ŜǊŀƭŀΥ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ фΦллŀƳ  - млΦллŀƳΦ  hǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǝƳŜΦ   

CƻǊ .ŀǇǝǎƳǎΣ ²ŜŘŘƛƴƎǎΣ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ 9ƴǉǳƛǊȅΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ CǊ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ƻƴ фспп ттутΦ 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENTñYEAR B  18 FEBRUARY 2018 

Entrance Antiphon  Cf. Ps 30:3-4  
Be my protector, O God, a mighty 
stronghold to save me. For you are 
my rock, my stronghold! Lead me, 
guide me, for the sake of your name. 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  
(R) Your ways, O Lord, are love 

and truth to those who keep 
your covenant. 

1. Lord, make me know your ways. 
Lord, teach me your paths. Make 
me walk in your truth, and teach  
me: for you are God my 
saviour. (R.)                 

2. Remember your mercy, Lord, 
and the love you have shown  
from of old. In your love 
remember me, because of your 
goodness, O Lord. (R.) 

3. The Lord is good and upright. 
He shows the path to those who 
stray, he guides the humble in 
the right path; he teaches his 
way to the poor. (R.) 

 

Gospel Acclamation Mt 4:4 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
king of endless glory! 
No one lives on bread alone, but on 

every word that comes from the 
mouth of God. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 
king of endless glory! 

Communion Antiphon  Cf. Ps 90:4 

The Lord will conceal you with his 
pinions, and under his wings you will 
trust. 
 
Next Weekôs Readings: 
Gen 22:1-2. 9-13. 15-18  
Rom 8:31-34  
Mk 9:2-10  

ANTIPHONS & READINGS 

In marriage, the joy of love needs to be cultivated (Pope Francis)  

World Meeting of Families 2018 



aƻƴ сΦпрŀƳ aŀǎǎ  

¢ǳŜ сΦпрŀƳ aŀǎǎ 
фΦллŀƳ aŀǎǎ ό{W²ύ 
тΦолǇƳ CƛǊǎǘ Iƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ 

tŀǊŜƴǘǎ aŜŜǝƴƎ όWǳōƛƭŜŜ 
Iŀƭƭύ 

²ŜŘ сΦпрŀƳ aŀǎǎ 
фΦмрŀƳ aŀǎǎ 
тΦллǇƳ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ ό{ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ 

IƻǳǎŜύ  

¢Ƙǳ сΦпрŀƳ aŀǎǎ 
фΦмрŀƳ aŀǎǎ 
ммΦллŀƳ [ŜƎƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŀǊȅ ό{ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ 

IƻǳǎŜύ 
оΦолǇƳ {±5t .ŜǊŀƭŀ ό5ƻƴƻǾŀƴ wƳύ 
тΦллǇƳ tǎŀƭƳƛǎǘ tǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ 

DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ƘƻƛǊ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŀǘ 
тΦолǇƳ όу ²ŀƭƭŀŎŜ {ǘΣ 
{ŜƊƻƴύ 

CǊƛ сΦпрŀƳ aŀǎǎ 
фΦмрŀƳ aŀǎǎ 
мнΦолǇƳ tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŀǊŜ ƻŦ {ƛŎƪ 

aŜŜǝƴƎ ό{ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ IƻǳǎŜύ 
тΦллǇƳ {ǘŀǝƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ ό{t/ύ 

{ŀǘ уΦллŀƳ aŀǎǎ 
уΦолŀƳ wƻǎŀǊȅ 
фΦллŀƳ bƻǾŜƴŀΣ !ŘƻǊŀǝƻƴΣ 

/ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ 
рΦллǇƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ±ƛƎƛƭ aŀǎǎ ό{t/ύ 

{ǳƴ уΦллŀƳ aŀǎǎ ό{W²ύ 
млΦллŀƳ aŀǎǎ ό{t/ύ 

CŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ 
tL[DwLa {¢!¢¦9  

 
 
 
 
 

Cwha {¢ t9¢9w /I!b9[ 
 

ŀǘ .ƻǘƘŀƳ IƻƳŜ 
оро /ǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘ !ǾŜƴǳŜΣ .ŜǊŀƭŀ 

 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ 
тΦолǇƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wƻǎŀǊȅΦ 

 

¢ƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ tƛƭƎǊƛƳ {ǘŀǘǳŜ  ŀƴŘ 
wƻǎŀǊȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ aƻƴŀ   
 ƻƴ фтлф утлм ƻǊ лпмт нун слоΦ 

 
Cwha {¢ Wh{9tI ¢I9 ²hwY9w 

ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƻƻǊŜ IƻƳŜ 
 

¢ƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ǘƘŜ wƻǎŀǊȅ {ǘŀǘǳŜ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ 
WƻǎŜǇƘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƪŜǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ  
tƘƛƭ [ƻǇŜȊ ƻƴ фспс мтрсΦ 

PARISH DIARY THIS WEEK 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ                                                                                                              нп C9.w¦!w¸ 

[9/¢hw Chw a!{{ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŜ Y9b{9¸ 

IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ±ƛǎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ {ŀǘΥ   Wŀƴƴ wƻŎƪƭƛŦŦ ϧ tƘƛƭ 
[ƻǇŜȊ  

!ƭǘŀǊΥ   DǊƻǳǇ р aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ IŜȅǎΣ /ŀǊƻƭ 
aŀōƻƴΣ aŀǊƛŀ ²ƻƻŘ  

IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ {ǳƴΥ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ ϧ Yŀȅ {Ŏǳƭƭȅ    

/ƭŜŀƴŜǊǎ {t/ Υ aŀǊƛŀƴ wƻǎŀǊȅ DǊƻǳǇ  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅΥ   ±ƛƴƛǘŀ bŀȊŀǊŜǘƘ  
!ƭŎƻƘƻƭ ϧ 5ǊǳƎ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΥ 
ό/ƻƴŬŘŜƴǝŀƭύ лн фосм уллл    
/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ/ŀǊŜΥ  tƘΥмо му мф  
{ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ wŜǘǊŜŀǘǎΥ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǝƴŜ !ōōŜȅ 
WŀƳōŜǊƻƻ - ǿǿǿΦƧŀƳōŜǊƻƻŀōōŜȅΦƻǊƎΦŀǳκ
ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘǎ tƘΥ пнос лроо  
/ŀǊƳŜƭƛǘŜǎ ±ŀǊǊƻǾƛƭƭŜ - 
ǿǿǿΦŎŀǊƳŜƭƛǘŜǊŜǘǊŜŀǘǎΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ  
tƘΥ утфр оплл  
IŜŀƭƛƴƎ !ƊŜǊ !ōƻǊǝƻƴΥ  лплл лфн ррр  
±ƛƴŎŜƴǝŀƴ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ {ƻƳŜǊǎōȅ - 
ǿǿǿΦŘƛǾƛƴŜǊŜǘǊŜŀǘŎŜƴǘǊŜΦƻǊƎΦŀǳ  
tƘΥ потн мрфу  
{ŀǊŀΩǎ tƭŀŎŜΥ CƻǊ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴŎȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǊ 
ƎǊƛŜǾƛƴƎ ŀƊŜǊ ŀōƻǊǝƻƴ Ǿƛǎƛǘ 
ǿǿǿΦǎŀǊŀǎǇƭŀŎŜΦƻǊƎΦŀǳ  tƘΥ фсфф умфл  

MASS INTENTIONS 

ROSTER NEXT WEEK 

{ƛŎƪΥ  !ƴƴŜ bƎǳȅŜƴ 
 

wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ 5ŜŎŜŀǎŜŘΥ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ¢ƻƻƭŜ ό²ƛƭƳŀ .ŀƪŜǊΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊύΣ !ǊŎƘƛŜ /ƘŀƴΣ bŜƭƭƛŜ [ƛƳΣ 
!Řŀ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΣ {ŀƭǾŀǘƻǊŜ /ŀǇǊŀΣ 9ƴƎŜƭōŜǊǘ ¢ŀƻƴŜȅƛ 
 

5ŜŎŜŀǎŜŘΥ  !ƭŜƧŀƴŘǊƻ DŀǊŎƛŀΣ ±ŜƴŀƴŎƛƻ {ǊΣ 9ƭǳǎŜȅƻΣ !ƴƎŜƭƻ ½ŜǊŀŦŀΣ aŀǊȅ ½ŜǊŀŦŀΣ tƻǳƭ 
DŀǘǘΣ aŀǊȅ Dŀǘǘ  
 

!ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅΥ   /ȅƴǘƘƛŀ ŘŜ {ƻǳȊŀΣ [Ŝǎ ²ƛƭƭƻǳƎƘōȅ όрлǘƘύΣ [ƻǳƛǎ aƻǎŜǎΣ [ƻǳƛǎŜ w 
5ŜǎŎƻƳōŜǎΣ /ŜǊƴƻƴ !ƭƛƴǎƻƴΣ DƭƻǊƛŀ aŀǊƛ 9ŀƳƛƎǳŜƭΣ  /ƻƴǎǳŜƭƻ LōŀǊŘƻƭŀȊŀ 
 
 

5ŜŎŜŀǎŜŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦΥ  wƻǎǎ ϧ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ  hΩ5ǿȅŜǊ ϧ 9Ǌǿƛƴ 
CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 
 

tŀǊƛǎƘ tǊƛŜǎǘ 
CǊ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ YǳǊǳƴǘƘŀƴŀƳ 
ǇǇϪǎǘǇŜǘŜǊ-ǎǘƧƻǎŜǇƘΦƻǊƎΦŀǳ 
¢Φ όлнύ фспп ттут 
  
tǊƛŜǎǘ ƛƴ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ 
aƎǊ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ .ŜǊōŀǊƛΣ /ƻǊ .ƛǎƘƻǇ 
¢Φ όлнύ утно фмфн 
aΦ лпму прф пом 
 

tŀǊƛǎƘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
[Ŝŀ .ŀƭŘƻǊƛŀ 
ƛƴŦƻϪǎǘǇŜǘŜǊ-ǎǘƧƻǎŜǇƘΦƻǊƎΦŀǳ 
¢ǳŜǎ ǘƻ CǊƛ фŀƳ -оǇƳ    
¢Φ όлнύ фспп ттут 
 

¸ƻǳǘƘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ /ƻ-ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 
[ƛǎŀ tƘƻǳƴƎ 
¢ǳŜ н-пǇƳΣ ²ŜŘ ф-ммŀƳΣ CǊƛ фŀƳ-оǇƳ 
 

tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ  
YŀǊƛƳ Yŀǎǎƛǎ ό/ƘŀƛǊύ  
¢Φ лплу плп мол 
/ƘŀǊƭƛŜ {Ŏǳƭƭȅ  ό±ƛŎŜ /ƘŀƛǊύ 
¢Φ лплн лтм упф  
aŀǳǊŜŜƴ IȅƴŜǎ ό{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅύ 
WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ wǳǎƘ ό!ǎǎǘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅύ 
!ƴǘƘƻƴȅ YŀǎǳƭŜΣ !ǊǘƘǳǊ 5ƻǳƳƛǘ ό{±5tΣ 
wŜǘǊŜŀǘǎύΣ .ǊŜƴŘŀ ²ŜƴŘǘ-IǳǎǎŜƛƴ 
ό/ŀǘŜŎƘƛǎǘǎύΣ WŜƴƴȅ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΣ WƻƧƛ {ŀƭŀǊΣ 
aƛŎƘŜƭƛƴŜ .ƻǘƘŀƳ ό{ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ tǊƻƎǊŀƳύΣ 
tŀǳƭ CǳƛŀǾŀΣ wŀƴƛ {ŜōŀǎǝŀƴΣ wŜƴŜ {ŀƭŀǊΣ wƘƛŀ 
±ƛŎǘƻǊƛƴƻΣ ±ƛƴƛǘŀ bŀȊŀǊŜǘƘ όtƛƭƎǊƛƳŀƎŜǎύ ŀƴŘ 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭǎ ƻŦ  ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΦ 
 

CƛƴŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ 
WƻƘƴ [Ŝ aƻǧŜŜ ό/ƘŀƛǊύ  
¢Φ όлнύ фспп уурф 
aƛŎƘŜƭƛƴŜ .ƻǘƘŀƳ ό{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅύ  
лпнн фоф опн 
WƻŜ aƻǎŜǎΣ LƴƎǊƛŘ {ŎƘŀǊŜƴƎǳƛǾŜƭΣ .ǊŜƴŘƻƴ 
bŀȊŀǊŜǘƘ όCƛƴŀƴŎŜ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜǊύ 
 
tŀǊƛǎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ 
{ǘ tŜǘŜǊ /ƘŀƴŜƭΣ wŜƎŜƴǘǎ tŀǊƪ  
¢Φ  όлнύ фспп флуо 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ - tƘƛƭ ¢ƻǿƴǎŜƴŘ 
CŀƳƛƭȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊ - .ŀǊōŀǊŀ aǳŎƘŀ  
 
{ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƪŜǊΣ !ǳōǳǊƴ {ƻǳǘƘ  
¢Φ  όлнύ фспс мпоп 
tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ -  Dŀƛ aŜƭǾƛƭƭŜ 
CŀƳƛƭȅ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊ  - !ƴƎŜƭŀ CƛƴƴŀƴŜ  

нр C9.w¦!w¸ нлму нƴŘ  {¦b5!¸ hC [9b¢ 

aŀǎǎ ±LDL[ ό{t/ύ у!a ό{W²ύ мл!a ό{t/ύ 

!/h[¸¢9 .ƻō Y9b{9¸ 
5ƻƳ t!bDL[Lb!b 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ !b5w9²{ wƻƭŀƴŘ W!±L9w 
aŜǊǘ .h[hbL! 

a¦{L/ ϧ  
{LbDLbD 

YŀǘŜ t!wL{I 
ϧ t!wL{I /IhLw 

  {ŜǊƎƛƻ 9ŀƳƛƎǳŜƭ 

[9/¢hwκ{ wƻǎƘŀƴ {9.!{¢L!b YŀǊƛƳ Y!{{L{ aƛŎƘŜƭƛƴŜ .h¢I!a 

  {ƘŀǊƻƴ {9.!{¢L!b aƛŎƘŀŜƭ /Ƙƻǿ aŀƛ ±¦ 

/haa9b¢!¢hw YŀǘǊƛƴŀ ¸Lt LƴƎǊƛŘ {/I!w9bD¦L±9[ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǧŜ bD¦¸9b 

{tΦ aLbL{¢9w Wƻȅ {Y9wwL¢¢   IƛƭŀǊȅ bD¦¸9b 

/I¦w/I {Iht /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ {/¦[[¸   !ƴƴŀ a!bD!b!wh 

Dw99¢9w{ Wŀƴƴ wh/Y[LCC ϧ 
WƻȅŎŜ ½I!bD 

[ƻǳǘƻŀ h[L9 aŜǊǾ ϧ wƘƛŀ ±L/¢hwLbh 



Have you thought? Temptation? 
When we adopt a view of Jesus as the 
Son of God, it is hard to imagine him 
even facing temptation, let alone the 
possibility of him giving into it.  
However, when we see Jesus as also 
being fully human, we realise that he 
was just as likely to face temptation as 
we are.  But what might have tempted 
Jesus?  Was he tempted to simply go 
back to his life in Josephôs carpentry 
business and not respond to Godôs call?  
Was he tempted to display his power in 
flashy demonstrations for all to see?  
Was he tempted to despair at what lay 
ahead of him?. 
 
 

Living the Gospel:  Change of heart. 
Jesusô proclamation of the kingdom of 
God is a call to live out Godôs 
transformative dream of right 
relationship with one another and with 
oru world.  To accept this call requires a 
change of heart and mind (a metanoia) 
and the adoption of a new orientation, a 
new worldview based on living the 
kingdom of God.  This is a challenge to 
be counter-culturalðto go óagainst the 
flowô of the majority attitudes at times.  
It is certainly not an óeasy optionô that 
we are called to live.  Jesusô call to 
órepent and believeô is a very appropriate 
call to begin the Lenten Season. 
 
 

Historical Context:  The Wilderness 
The Jordan Valley was relatively fertile 
area.  However, Jesus would not have 
had to travel too great a distance to 
find himself in a very arid, desert-like 
wilderness.  Crossing the River 
Jordan and climbing out of the Jordan 
Valley to the east, Jesus would have 
emerged onto the northern part of the 
TransJordan Plateau and the edge of 
the Syrian Desert.  The area was not 
only geographically rough but it was 
also full of bandits and rebels.  It was 
a dangerous place to be.  However, 
the desert wilderness holds a great 
significance in the Bible as a place of 
preparation for a new stage of life or 
a new relationship with God. 

REFLECTIONS ON MARK 1:12-15 

Prepare for the Good News 
 

 Jesus at the very start of his public life went for a 40 days retreat in the wilderness. 
Wedding couples participate in a retreat program or preparation program before their 
marriage. Bishop elects go for a retreat before they are ordained. So do priests and deacons 
before their ordination. Similarly Jesus went into a retreat in the wilderness before 
commencing his public ministry of proclaiming the Kingdom of God.  
 The experience Jesus had in the desert was the opposite of the experience Adam had 
according to the book of Genesis. Adam was with tamed animals whom he could name. He was attended 
by Satan in the form of a serpent who offered the forbidden fruit with false promises. That brought Adam 
the first man to disaster. The experience of the second Adam, Jesus Christ, was being in the midst of wild 
animals; but he was waited on by angels. Therefore he could come out of his retreat in the desert with a 
message of great hope and joy. He announced, ñThe time has come: the Kingdom of God is at hand.ò (Mk 
1:15). 
 John the Baptist, the prophet and forerunner of the Messiah was executed by Herod, the worldly 
authority. This was to silence anyone speaking Godôs ways. It is like many secular movements and 
government legislations trying to silence the Church. But none of them can stop the reign of God. The 
Kingdom of God is here at hand. We only need to repent from our sins to enter into the Kingdom of God.  
 In this hostile world we are not only to inherit the Kingdom but also called to be Christ to the 
World. So take courage and demand the people to change their ways and believe the Good News that the 
Kingdom of God is close at hand. May our extra focus on prayer, fasting, and almsgiving give us greater 
confidence to proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom of God.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǳǊ tŀǊƛǎƘ ƛǎ ƘƻǎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ tǊŀȅŜǊ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ н aŀǊŎƘ ŀǘ млΦолŀƳ ŀǘ {t/ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ tǊŀȅŜǊ нлму Ƙƻǎǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ {ǳǊƛƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ά!ƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ /ǊŜŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ±ŜǊȅ DƻƻŘΗέ 
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!ǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ DƻŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƘŀƻǎΦ .ǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ 
ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴΦ !ƭƭ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ς ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ 
ǎŜŜŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ bƻƴŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŜȄƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΦ 
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¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ǿŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƭǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ƴǳƭǝ-ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ {ǳǊƛƴŀƳŜΦ 
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Iƻǿ ƎƻƻŘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴΚ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²5t Ƴƻǧƻ άLƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊŦǳƭ ŀŎǝƻƴέ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŶǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ²5t 
ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ DƻŘΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ƎƻƻŘΚ 



PARISH NEWS 

New Youth Ministry Co-ordinator 
I have appointed Lisa Phoung as Youth Ministry Coordinator for a year commencing on Tuesday 20 February. She 
comes with a wealth experience in youth team work, and energy of youthfulness. She will also join the team Pastoral 
Council of the Parish.  She can be contacted on Tuesdays 2.00pm-4.00pm, Wednesdays 9.00am-11.00am and 
Fridays 9.00am-3.00pm at the Parish Office . 
 
 

Volunteers Gathering  
One of the main strength of our parish is the number of volunteers helping with various ministries and activities. Our 
parish is so active because of them. As mark of appreciation for the volunteers they were invited to a special 
gathering and dinner on Friday 9th February. About 80 of them participated in it, while many others put in their 
apology. Here are some photos from the gathering. 


