St Peter Chanel & ST Joseph Berala

2nd Sunday of Easter—Year A
23 April 2017
First Reading
Acts 2:42-47

The whole community remained faithful to the teaching of the apostles, to the brotherhood, to the breaking of bread
and to the prayers. The many miracles and signs worked through the apostles made a deep impression on everyone.
The faithful all lived together and owned everything in common; they sold their goods and possessions and shared
out the proceeds among themselves according to what each one needed.
They went as a body to the Temple every day but met in their houses for the breaking of bread; they shared their
food gladly and generously; they praised God and were looked up to by everyone. Day by day the Lord added to
their community those destined to be saved.

Second Reading
1 Pt 1:3-9

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy has given us a new birth as his sons, by
raising Jesus Christ from the dead, so that we have a sure hope and the promise of an inheritance that can never be
spoilt or soiled and never fade away, because it is being kept for you in the heavens. Through your faith, God’s
power will guard you until the salvation which has been prepared is revealed at the end of time.
This is a cause of great joy for you, even though you may for a short time have to bear being plagued by all sorts of
trials; so that, when Jesus Christ is revealed, your faith will have been tested and proved like gold – only it is more
precious than gold, which is corruptible even though it bears testing by fire – and then you will have praise and
glory and honour. You did not see him, yet you love him; and still without seeing him, you are already filled with a
joy so glorious that it cannot be described, because you believe; and you are sure of the end to which your faith
looks forward, that is, the salvation of your souls.

Gospel
Jn 20:19-31

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the disciples
were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you,’ and showed
them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again,
‘Peace be with you. ‘As the Father sent me, so am I sending you.’ After saying this he breathed on them and said:
‘Receive the Holy Spirit. For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they
are retained.’
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. When the disciples said,
‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can put my finger
into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the
disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood
among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands.
Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’
Jesus said to him:
‘You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this book. These
are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you may have
life through his name.’
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Monday
Tuesday

6.45am Mass
ANZAC Day
8.00am Anzac Day Mass, Anzac Prayer & Last Post
Wednesday Feast of St Mark the Evangelist
6.45am Mass
9.15am Mass
Thursday 6.45am Mass
9.15am Mass
7.00pm Psalmist Practice (8 Wallace St, Sefton)
7.30pm General Practice for Parish Choir (8 Wallace St, Sefton)
Friday
Saturday

Sunday

Memorial St Peter Chanel
6.45am Mass
9.15am Mass
Memorial St Catherine of Siena
8.00am Mass
8.30am Rosary
9.00am Novna Adoration Confession
5.00pm Mass (Sunday Vigil)
8.00am Mass at SJW Church Auburn Sth
10.00am Mass

Mass Intentions

Recently Deceased: Lee Kong Wan
Deceased: Mark Man-Wah Chiu, Joseph Portelli, Sylvia Portelli
Anniversary: Esperanza Olarte, Josefina Tan
Deceased members and friends of : Erwin & O’Dwyer Families, Ross &
Mitchell Families, Duong Family
“Family that pray together stay together”

PILGRIM STATUE from St Peter Chanel
at the Meler Family
71 Brixton Road, Berala
Please join them any evening at 7.30pm
for the Rosary
We need more families to host the Pilgrim Statue
from St Peter Chanel.
Please contact Mona on 9709 8701 or 0417 282 603.

ROSARY STATUE from St Joseph the Worker

To host the Rosary Statue from St Joseph the Worker contact the Legion of Mary.

Fr Thomas will be visiting and praying with the Families who are
hosting Our Lady’ Statue during the Marian Month (month of May).
We are encouraging the families to get together and pray the
Rosary at least during the month of May, it is the prayer that keeps
the family bonded together.
Q. Who was the greatest female financier in the Bible?
A. Pharaoh’s daughter. She went down to the bank of the Nile and
drew out a little prophet.
Q. Who is the greatest babysitter mentioned in the Bible?
A. David. He rocked Goliath to a very deep sleep.

Alcohol and Drug Information Service: (Confidential) 02 9361 8000
Spiritual Retreats: Benedictine Abbey Jamberoo - www.jamberooabbey.org.au/retreats Ph: 4236 0533
Carmelites Varroville - www.carmeliteretreats.com.au Ph: 8795 3400
Vincentian Retreat Centre Somersby - www.divineretreatcentre.org.au Ph: 4372 1598
Sara’s place: For pregnancy support or grieving after abortion visit www.sarasplace.org.au Ph: 9699 8190

Undoubtable Wounds—Homily by Fr Michael Tate (LiturgyHelp)
There is something attractive about Thomas the Doubter – something about his obstinate integrity in not too readily
accepting the other disciples’ report that they had seen the Risen Lord. After all, he had devotedly followed this
Galilean for several years, but then there was the shock and trauma of the barbaric death on the cross. Who could be
surprised at his doubting the reports of his fellow apostles? But our Risen Lord Jesus Christ was quite willing to
wait, to embody the patience of God.
And the other disciples – now the ‘true believers’ in the resurrection – must have caught something of this patience
of God. They did not expel Thomas from their company but kept him within their circle. It was their continuing
friendship with the Doubter which gave him the opportunity to be present for the appearance of the Risen Lord in
their midst. Perhaps there is a lesson for the Church to not too quickly raise the barriers excluding those struggling
with belief in the Christian faith.
That is a consoling aspect of this gospel episode. Another aspect ends up as quite a challenge for us. Thomas was
granted the gift of seeing the Risen Lord bearing the wounds of His crucifixion. Thomas was invited to touch them.
Responding, he simply cries out: ‘My Lord and my God.’ Did you notice that Thomas does not declare his belief in
the Resurrection as such? That was all too apparent. Rather, he declares his faith in the identity of the risen Jesus
Christ: ‘My Lord and my God.’
Pope Francis says we can join Thomas in this faith, can only join Thomas in this faith, by touching the wounds of
Christ. Those wounds are to be found in the body of someone wounded by hunger, humiliation, illness, enslavement
in a myriad of ways. We have to bend down and touch those wounds: feeding, esteeming, visiting, breaking
chains. Otherwise we simply engage in philanthropy at a distance. We end up believing in a semblance of God, but
not God embodied in the Risen Lord Jesus Christ always bearing his wounds.
As Pope Francis says: “Jesus asks us to take a leap of faith towards Him, but through these, His wounds.
Sometimes, we struggle with our faith – after all, it is an astounding claim that Jesus of Nazareth is God embodied
for us. We may say, and certainly have heard others say: “I believe that Jesus of Nazareth was a great teacher, or I
am attracted by his miracles of healing, but to call him God? That is a step too far.”
You, or the other person, are invited to touch the wounds of Christ and let the patience of God take care of the
timing of the response of faith. In the meantime we can take heart from the final blessing of Our Lord. Blessings
are promised to we who have not seen the Risen Lord as such, but who find that, in touching his wounds we cannot
help but proclaim, ‘My Lord and my God’.

St Peter Chanel was born in 1803 in France. He became a priest at the age of 24. Father Chanel had a great
desire to become a missionary. He joined a religious order called the Society of Mary (Marist Fathers) at the
age of 28. He hoped he would be sent to bring the Good News of Jesus to people who did not yet believe in
God. After a few years, his wish came true. In 1836, he led a small group of missionaries to the New Hebrides
in the South Pacific. They were at first well received by the pagans and their king Niuliki who had only
recently forbidden cannibalism. However, when the king’s own son expressed a desire to be baptized, the
king's hatred erupted and he dispatched a group of his warriors to set upon the saintly head of the missionaries.
April 28, 1841, three years after his arrival, St. Peter was seized and clubbed to death by those he had come to
save. And his death brought his work to completion - within five months the entire island was converted to
Christianity.

Antiphons & Readings
Responsorial Psalm:
(R) Give thanks to the Lord
for he is good, his love is
everlasting!
1. Let the sons of Israel say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let the sons of Aaron say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let those who fear the Lord say:
'His love has no end.' (R)
2.
I was thrust, thrust down
and falling but the Lord was my
helper. The Lord is my strength
and my song; he was my
saviour. There are shouts of joy
and victory in the tents of the
just. (R)

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
You believe in me, Thomas,
because you have seen me;
happy those who have not seen
me, but still believe!
Alleluia!
Next Week’s Readings:
Acts 2:14, 22-33
1 Pt 1:17-21
Lk 24:13-35

3. The stone which the builders
rejected has become the corner
stone. This is the work of the
Lord, a marvel in our eyes. This
day was made by the Lord; we
rejoice and are glad. (R)

Holy Mass at Berala
Monday to Friday 6.45am
Wednesday to Friday 9.15am
Saturday 8.00am
Saturday 9.00am Adoration &
Novena.
Holy Mass at Auburn South
Tuesday 9.00am
(during school term only)
Lord’s Day Mass Berala
Saturday 5.00PM (Vigil)
Sunday 10.00AM
Lord’s Day Mass Auburn
South
Sunday 8.00AM
Reconciliation at Berala
Saturday 9.00AM - 10.00AM.
Or contact the parish office for
any other time.
For Baptisms, Weddings, Bible
Study and Catholic Enquiry, please
contact Fr Thomas or the parish
office.
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Children’s liturgy: School holidays
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