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First Reading  

1 Sm 16:1. 6-7. 10-13 

The Lord said to Samuel, óFill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I 
have chosen myself a king among his sons.ô When Samuel arrived, he caught sight of Eliab and thought, 
óSurely the Lordôs anointed one stands there before him,ô but the Lord said to Samuel, óTake no notice of 
his appearance or his height for I have rejected him; God does not see as man sees; man looks at 
appearances but the Lord looks at the heart.ô Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel said 
to Jesse, óThe Lord has not chosen these.ô He then asked Jesse, óAre these all the sons you have?ô He 
answered, óThere is still one left, the youngest; he is out looking after the sheep.ô Then Samuel said 
to Jesse, óSend for him; we will not sit down to eat until he comes.ô Jesse had him sent for, a boy of fresh 
complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The Lord said, óCome, anoint him, for this is the one.ô At 
this, Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him where he stood with his brothers; and the spirit of the 
Lord seized on David and stayed with him from that day on. 

 

Second Reading  

Eph 5:8-14 

You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; be like children of light, for the effects of the 
light are seen in complete goodness and right living and truth. Try to discover what the Lord wants of you, 
having nothing to do with the futile works of darkness but exposing them by contrast. The things which are 
done in secret are things that people are ashamed even to speak of; but anything exposed by the light will 
be illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light. That is why it is said: Wake up from your sleep, 
rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.  
 

Gospel  

Jn 9:1. 6-9. 13-17. 34-38  

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. He spat on the ground, made a paste 
with the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man and said to him, óGo and wash in the Pool 
of Siloamô (a name that means ósentô). So the blind man went off and washed himself, and came away with 
his sight restored. 

His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said, óIsnôt this the man who used to sit and 
beg?ô Some said, óYes, it is the same one.ô Others said, óNo, he only looks like him.ô The man himself said, 
óI am the man.ô 

They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day when Jesus made the 
paste and opened the manôs eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he had come to see, he said, óHe 
put a paste on my eyes, and I washed, and I can see.ô Then some of the Pharisees said, óThis man cannot be 
from God: he does not keep the sabbath.ô Others said, óHow could a sinner produce signs like this?ô And 
there was disagreement among them. So they spoke to the blind man again, óWhat have you to say about 
him yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?ô óHe is a prophetô replied the man. 

óAre you trying to teach us,ô they replied óand you a sinner through and through, since you were born!ô 
And they drove him away. 

Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he said to him, óDo you believe in the Son 
of Man?ô óSir,ô the man replied ótell me who he is so that I may believe in him.ô Jesus said, óYou are 
looking at him; he is speaking to you.ô The man said, óLord, I believeô, and worshipped him 
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òFamily that pray together stay togetheró  
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at the OôDwyer, U4 / 35 Hyde Park Road, Berala 
Please join them any evening at 7.30pm  

for the Rosary 
 

We need more families to host the Pilgrim Statue  
from St Peter Chanel.   

 

Please contact Mona  on 9709 8701 or 0417 282 603. 
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To host the Rosary Statue from St Joseph the Worker contact the Legion of 

Mary. 

Monday 6.45am Mass  

Tuesday 6.45am Mass 
9.00am Mass (SJW) 

Wednesday 6.45am  & 9.15am - Mass 
7.00pm RCIA Lenten Prayer (Jubilee Hall) 
7.30pm Meditation for Lent with Fr Thomas (St Josephôs 
House, 68 Kingsland Rd) 

Thursday 6.45am & 9.15am - Mass 
7.00pm Psalmist Practice (8 Wallace St, Sefton) 
7.30pm General Practice for Parish Choir (8 Wallace St, Sefton) 

Friday 6.45am Mass & 9.15am Mass  
7.00pm Stations of the Cross 

Saturday 8.00am Mass 
8.30am Rosary 
9.00am Novena, Adoration & Confession 
5.00pm Mass (Sunday Vigil) 

Sunday 8.00am Mass at SJW Church Auburn Sth  
10.00am Mass   
11.00am Confirmation Class (Jubilee Hall) 
11.00am DRAW Youth Group (St Josephôs House) 
5.00pm Parish Choir Practice for Holy Week in Church 

Alcohol and Drug Information Service: (Confidential) 02 9361 8000  

Spiritual Retreats: Benedictine Abbey Jamberoo - www.jamberooabbey.org.au/retreats Ph: 4236 0533  
Carmelites Varroville - www.carmeliteretreats.com.au Ph: 8795 3400  
Vincentian Retreat Centre Somersby - www.divineretreatcentre.org.au Ph: 4372 1598  
Saraôs place: For pregnancy support or grieving after abortion visit www.sarasplace.org.au Ph: 9699 8190  

-ÁÓÓ )ÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎÓ  
Sick: Sheila Cantwell 
Recently Deceased: , Sr Carol Pedersen RSC, Pat McManus 
Deceased:  Joseph Mamo, Aleksander Jarczenski, Sr, Sylvia Portelli 
Anniversary:  Mary Mamo, Frank Picek, Joseph Portelli, Angelo 
Attard  
Deceased members and friends of : Erwin & OôDwyer Families, 
Ross & Mitchell Families 

Priest for 50 years 
Monsignor Michael Berbari has been ordained 

priest for 50 years today (26/3/17) 
We wish him a Happy Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee 
Though Syrian Chaplain, Mgr Berbari has been 
assisting Berala Parish for last 33 years. 

This week we welcome into the 
Catholic faith  

 Riley James Parulan & 
Josephine Ivanic 

May they always know the love 
of God and feel His guiding hand 

throughout their lives. 



  

Blind Vision, See with Eyes of Christ 
Van Tuong Nguyen was executed in Singapore in December 2015 for drug trafficking. 

He was an Australian citizen. While his trial was underway, so many, including politicians, 
church leaders, and even our Pope, prayed for him and pleaded with Singapore government for 
clemency. In this well publicised case of Van Nguyen, most people felt compassion for him, 
not because he was not guilty, but because what he did was perceived as the self-sacrificing 
filial love of a brother. In his apparently Christian love for his sibling, he failed to see the gravity of the 
crime he was committing. It took such tragic turns like being arrested and tried for him to see the severity 
of his wrong doing. Though he thought he was seeing things in proper perspective, he was blind to real 
Christian virtues. 

Johnôs narrative of Jesus giving sight to a man born blind is more of a revelation about the lack of 
sight the Pharisees and other religious people had. These people were really convinced that they had the 
right perspective and were doing the right thing by God. Their mind set up was no different to that of Van 
Nguyen who also thought that he was doing the right thing by his brother and his Christian faith, until the 
rude awakening. In spite of the miracles Jesus performed, and the various revelations he provided, the 
Pharisees failed to accept Jesus as the Christ who could lead them to the Kingdom of God. On the 
contrary, the man who knew of his limitations was open to the work of God in his life. Therefore he not 
only got his physical sight, but also the insight to know that Jesus is the Christ who has come with the 
Good News of the Kingdom of God. It gave him such a delight he wanted to follow Jesus. Whereas the 
Pharisees were busy finding reasons to condemn Jesus. 
 The comfort of the financial security and higher education can also make us blind to the revelations 
of God. There are plenty of people who are judgemental of the Body of Christ (Church) and quick to 

justify their lack of commitment. They think they have the right vision of everything, including demands 
of the Kingdom of God. Sadly for many of them it takes some shocking things to happen in their lives to 
wake up to the truth and look at life and need of commitment to the Kingdom of God in the proper 

perspective. About them Jesus said: ñIt is for judgement that I have come into the world, that those without 
sight may see and those with sight turn blind.ò Therefore my friends, never be tired of reading the sacred 
Scriptures, and participating in the Holy Communion of Eucharist to become part of the Body of Christ. 

Thus being with Christ you will always see everything in life with the eyes of Christ. 

Catholic Care 
If you require Home support, Youth Accommodation and support, Ageing and Dementia Support, Family 
support in areas like Gambling problem, other family support programs, out of home care, adoptions, 
marriage education, parent education, menôs family relations issues, family dispute resolution, family 

counselling, Natural Fertility Service, Pregnancy Counselling, Disability, mental health, contact Catholic 
Care on 93078100 or go on line www.catholiccare.org   

Daily Prayers and Scripture on the Parish Web 
Our Parish Website now includes a new section called ñLiturgy Todayò on our home page. This is a great 
resource to explore the liturgy of the day including Readings of the Mass of the day, morning, noon and 
evening prayers, and Office of Readings. Please visit http://http://www.stpeter-stjoseph.org.au/ and click 
on the link under ñLiturgy Todayò. 


