St Peter Chanel & ST Joseph Berala

Seventh Sunday Ordinary Time—Year A
19 February 2017
First Reading Lv 19:1-2, 17-18
The Lord spoke to Moses; he said: ‘Speak to the whole community of the sons of Israel and say to them:
“Be holy, for I, the Lord your God, am holy.
“You must not bear hatred for your brother in your heart. You must openly tell him, your neighbour, of his
offence; this way you will not take a sin upon yourself. You must not exact vengeance, nor must you bear a
grudge against the children of your people. You must love your neighbour as yourself. I am the Lord.”.
Second Reading 1 Cor 2:16-23
Didn’t you realise that you were God’s temple and that the Spirit of God was living among you? If
anybody should destroy the temple of God, God will destroy him, because the temple of God is sacred; and
you are that temple.
Make no mistake about it: if any one of you thinks of himself as wise, in the ordinary sense of the word,
then he must learn to be a fool before he really can be wise. Why? Because the wisdom of this world is
foolishness to God. As scripture says: The Lord knows wise men’s thoughts: he knows how useless they
are, or again: God is not convinced by the arguments of the wise. So there is nothing to boast about in
anything human: Paul, Apollos, Cephas, the world, life and death, the present and the future, are all your
servants; but you belong to Christ and Christ belongs to God.
Gospel Mt 5:38-48
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You have learnt how it was said: Eye for eye and tooth for tooth. But I say this
to you: offer the wicked man no resistance. On the contrary, if anyone hits you on the right cheek, offer
him the other as well; if a man takes you to law and would have your tunic, let him have your cloak as
well. And if anyone orders you to go one mile, go two miles with him. Give to anyone who asks, and if
anyone wants to borrow, do not turn away.
‘You have learnt how it was said: You must love your neighbour and hate your enemy. But I say this to
you: love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you; in this way you will be sons of your Father
in heaven, for he causes his sun to rise on bad men as well as good, and his rain to fall on honest and
dishonest men alike. For if you love those who love you, what right have you to claim any credit? Even the
tax collectors do as much, do they not? And if you save your greetings for your brothers, are you doing
anything exceptional? Even the pagans do as much, do they not? You must therefore be perfect just as your
heavenly Father is perfect.’.
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Monday

6.45am Mass

Tuesday

Feast of St Peter Damian
6.45am Mass
9.00am Mass at SJW
6.00pm Legion of Mary (St Joseph’s House)
7.00pm Confirmation Parents Meeting (Jubilee Hall)
Wednesday The Feast of the Chair of St Peter
6.45am & 9.15am - Mass
Thursday Memorial St Polycarp
6.45am & 9.15am - Mass

7.00pm Psalmist Practice (8 Wallace St, Sefton)
7.30pm Parish Choir General Practice (8 Wallace St, Sefton)

Friday
Saturday

6.45am Mass & 9.15am Mass
7.00pm Volunteers Gathering (Jubilee Hall)
8.00am Mass
9.00am - 10.00am Adoration, Novena & Reconciliation
3.30pm Lector’s Training
5.00pm Mass

Sunday

8.00am Mass at SJW Church Auburn Sth
10.00am Mass

Mass Intentions
Sick: Maria Cicuto, Pat McManus
Recently Deceased: , Sr Carol Pedersen RSC, Glen Jago
Deceased: Fatima Bolonia, Felix Berto Ibardolata Sr
Death Anniversary: Louis Moses
Deceased members and friends of : Ross & Mitchell Families, Erwin
& O’Dwyer Families

“ Family that pray together stay together”
PILGRIM STATUE from St Peter Chanel
at the Kensey home,
57a Regent Street, Berala
Please join them any evening at 7.30pm
for the Rosary
To host the Pilgrim Statue from St Peter Chanel
contact Mona on 9709 8701 or 0417 282 603.

ROSARY STATUE from St Joseph the Worker
To host the Rosary Statue from St Joseph the Worker
contact the Legion of Mary.

“Love our Lady and make her loved. Always recite the Rosary and
recite it as often as possible”.
~St Pio of Pietrelcina
The children were lined up in the cafeteria of a Catholic elementary school
for lunch. At the head of the table was a large tray of apples.
A nun lettered a note and posted it on the apple tray: "Take
only ONE. God is watching."
Moving along the lunch line, at the other end was a
large tray of chocolate chip cookies. A girl wrote a note,
which she put next to the tray of cookies, "Take all you
want. God is watching the apples."

Alcohol and Drug Information Service: (Confidential) 02 9361 8000
Spiritual Retreats: Benedictine Abbey Jamberoo - www.jamberooabbey.org.au/retreats Ph: 4236 0533
Carmelites Varroville - www.carmeliteretreats.com.au Ph: 8795 3400
Vincentian Retreat Centre Somersby - www.divineretreatcentre.org.au Ph: 4372 1598
Sara’s place: For pregnancy support or grieving after abortion visit www.sarasplace.org.au Ph: 9699 8190

LOVE YOUR ENEMY, BE PERFECT
In our family farm there was a mango tree. We spoke of it as a perfect tree. As a
healthy tree it had grown into tall tree with lush green canopy and its branches weighed down
heavily with mangos in season. Since it realised its full potential, it was a perfect tree.
Our human life is also perfect when it realises its full potential. Eye for eye and tooth
for tooth is easier than offering the wicked man no resistance. Yet you can be strong enough to offer no
resistance in the face of persecution. Loving and greeting your friends is a very ordinary act in life. But
loving your enemy is an extraordinary act, and you are capable of doing it. If we are satisfied with the easy
and ordinary choices in life, we are not realising the true potential in life. Without realising the true
potential in life we cannot be a perfect man or woman.
If Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King could love their enemies, all human beings can do it.
These men shamed their opponents by doing good to them, even when they were treated in disgraceful
ways. Their principle was that if we retort to someone trying to disgrace you or persecute you, you will be
no better than them. Only when you show the resilience and do good even in the face of persecution and
abuse, you develop your full potential as a human being and become a perfect human being. Animals are
not able to it. Only you and I can do it. Therefore love your enemies and become a perfect man or woman,
as your heavenly Father is perfect.

Lenten Prayer Group

Jenny Michael will be hosting a Lenten Group in her home starting Tuesday, 28 February at 7.30 pm. And
Fr Thomas on Thursdays starting on 2 March. To Join Jenny’s group ring 0413 679 931. There will be a
sign up page on at the back of the church, near the notice board.

World Day of Prayer

Each year a church volunteers to host the World Day of Prayer. It is an inter-denominational prayer. This
Year it is hosted by Salvation Army at 166-170 South Parade Auburn, at 10 AM on Friday 3rd March. The
Focus this year is Philippines and the Theme is AM I BEING UNFAIR TO YOU? Morning Tea will be
provided. It will be good if there is an active participation from our parish. So please consider attending it.
Next year it will be our turn to host it.

Tuesday—St Peter Damian
He was born to a
large but poor
Italian family in
1007 AD. He was
orphaned at a
young age and was
mistreated by an
older brother. He
was eventually
cared for and
educated by another brother who
was an archpriest. He joined a
Benedictine monastery where he
lived the simple and strict life of a
hermit. Peter was made the cardinal
bishop of Ostia in 1057 and began
many local reforms. He wrote
numerous sermons and biographies,
and was a strong supporter of
church reforms and discipline.

Wednesday —The Feast of the
Chair of St Peter
Commemorates St
Peter’s founding of
the Church of
Antioch and his role
as the first bishop of
Rome. The chair
believed to have
been used by St
Peter himself is
preserved at St Peter’s Basilica. In
ancient times it was customary for
teachers to sit while teaching their
students, who would stand around
them. Even in the early church,
bishops would give the homily
seated, with the congregation
standing as they listened. And so it
is that the celebration of St Peter’s
Chair is a remembrance of his role
as both teacher and bishop .

Thursday—St Polycarp
He converted to
Christianity by St.
John the Apostle
and became an
important leader
throughout
western Asia
Minor as the
Bishop of Smyrna.
Polycarp was
eventually betrayed by a servant
who had him arrested. He was
urged to denounce his religion and
to curse Christ, to which he replied,
“I have served him for eighty six
years and he has done me no
wrong.” He was ordered to be burnt
alive, and it is said that he offered a
prayer of praise and glory to God
and the flames did not harm him.

Youth Ministry Coordinator

Hi, I’m Tommy the incoming youth co-ordinator. I’m excited to be a part of the
parish team and will be looking to kick-start and empower the youth here at St
Peter Chanel!
Any youth that are interested in some exciting upcoming activities, please contact
Tommy on FB: Tommy Francisco or Email: tommy.bolin.francisco@gmail.com.

For Gloria, home help services meant she could have company even when housebound after a
fall. Our compassionate staff help ageing people all across Sydney manage housework and enjoy a
social life. To find out more about CatholicCare call 13 18 19, email connect@catholiccare.org or
visit www.catholiccare.org.
AFTERNOON FOR COUPLES HOPING TO CONCEIVE: Married couples (Catholic or otherwise) who
are hoping for children, struggling to conceive, or who wish to better understand what the Church
offers and promotes in regard to fertility awareness and assistance are invited to an afternoon of
information and discussion. It is also an opportunity for fellowship with other couples facing similar
difficulties. WHERE: Dooleys Waterview Club, Silverwater Rd, Silverwater. WHEN: Saturday, 18
March, 2.00pm-4.30pm. Contact LMFevents@sydneycatholic.org or phone 02 9307 8404.
40 Days For Life. Pray to end abortion, kick off Rally, 28 February – Shrove Tuesday St Peter’s
Catholic Church (235 Devonshire St, Surry Hills), 6.00pm Mass followed by candle lit procession the
The Private Clinic abortuary, Surry Hills and Pancake Supper afterwards. More information:
www.fli.org.au
Day Of The Unborn Child. Sunday, 26 March. Annual Pro-Life march through Sydney CBD in
support of the unborn. 10.30am Mass, St Mary’s Cathedral, 12 Noon Angelus, followed by a
prayerful procession through the streets of Sydney led by His Grace Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP,
1.30pm Benediction inside the Cathedral. More information: www.fli.org.au
YOU'RE INVITED TO 40 HOURS FOR VOCATIONS. 24 – 26 February 2017. Join us in prayer for
an hour at the Seminary of the Good Shepherd as the Archdiocese of Sydney dedicates 40 Hours of
Adoration to pray for vocations. 40 Hours includes Mass, Confession, communal and personal prayer,
and guided reflections before the Blessed Sacrament. If you would like to commit to an hour of
adoration and get more information about the 40 Hours weekend visit www.vocationcentre.org.au
or call us on (02) 9307 8424.
POSITION VACANT. Office Services Manager, The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney. The
Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney is seeking applications for the role of Office Services Manager. More
info at www.catholicjobsonline.com.au. Applications close Friday, 03 March 2017.
MOUNT ST BENEDICT CENTRE. Children’s Meditation and Relaxation Workshop. This fun
workshop is for children aged 5-12 years and aims to build a healthy body and mind. By teaching a
variety of simple meditation techniques children are encouraged to find that centre of stillness and
spirituality inside. Date: Saturday 4 March 1.00-4.30pm. Facilitators: Fiona Borland and Vicki
O’Leary. Cost: $30.00 per child; $25.00 per sibling. Bookings by: Monday, 27 February. email:
mtstbenedict@goodsams.org.au. Phone: 9484 6208. Where: 449D Pennant Hills Rd, Entrance
off Hull Road.

Planned Giving Request Form
Your financial contribution to the Planned Giving of the Parish is your appreciation for the Parish. At the end of the financial year
you will receive a receipt for your contributions. To join the Planned Giving Program fill this form, tear this part off and place it in
the Sunday Collection plate
Your Name:……………………………………………………………………………………………………….….
Telephone No …………………………………..Email ……………………………...……………………………..
Yes, please organise a set of envelopes.
Yes, please organise automatic credit card deductions. (An authority form will be sent for completion)

Joyce Turns 90 on the 20th of February!
Mrs Joyce McDonald is a loving caring person who gives 200
percent to what ever she takes on and now in her retiring years
likes to have things go her way.
Joyce is the second daughter of Steve and Mary Downie who was
born in 1927 in the suburb of Kogarah. Joyce and her sister
Elizabeth (Betty) grew up during the depression years and had the
advantage of walking across the Harbour Bridge on the day it
opened, and also ran down Martin Place at the end of WW11. Was
married to Leonard McDonald for some 47 years till his passing, he was greatly missed for some years
after. Raised her family of 4 children in both South Granville and then Birrong where she attended mass
at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Sefton. Some years later changed parish churches to St Peter
Chanel Church at Regents Park, Berala where in 1988 she took up the role of Special Minister and to this
day still is extremely active within this role.
Keeps the roster up to date and filling in for those that are away or unable to make the commitment that
was made previously. Her home and hospital visits are the delight of every one that she visits. Always
prepared to stay and have a chat and listen to the stories/gossip the person has to talk about. Sometimes
she is the only person that the sick/infirmed person sees from week to week. Then there is the MS Centre
where all patients and staff just think she is the greatest thing since slice bread, she brings a ray of
sunshine into what would be a very depressing place.
Joyce is a wife, mum, grandmother and great grand mother and enjoys all of there company when ever
they can come to visit. A few years ago Joyce decided to take up a flower arrangement course only to
enhance her own knowledge, from this she has had great pleasure to create some magnificence
arrangement of flowers for special occasions to adorn the altar of St Peters Chanel Church, giving many
hours of hard work to do so.
Many functions that have been held in the parish over the years have had the beautiful and lovingly
prepared foods laid out and ready to consume for all to taste. Not only cooking for some days but she is
usually the first to turn up and set up the hall for the function. Collection of the aged of the parish for the
mass for the sick was never a problem. But what she does without many noticing is that your church is
opened, altar and readings in relevant books made ready and flowers, candle sticks kept cleaned and all
ready for the Priest of the day to say Mass. In Fr Kings day it was a confidence he had that it would be
perfect every day and if Joyce happened to go on vacation she would get a 100% guarantee that someone
would take her place for the short time she could not be there. During a trip to Italy she was on the hunt
for an altar cover made of lace she knew what she wanted and we found it, But was not prepared to return
without the right thing.
If some of the family members are a challenge because they either do not care about religious practices or
hate the Church, Jesus would say it is the opportune time for you to make sure, “the people that lived in
darkness has seen a great light”. (Ref. Mt 4: Isaiah 8:24) If sickness or some other failures in life has
challenged your faith, Jesus would say, “on those who live in the land of deep shadow a light has
shown.” (Ref. Mt 4: Isaiah 8: 24-25).
The way Jesus commenced his ministry of preaching the Kingdom of God is an encouragement for us at
this time of Parish 2020 program and our plans for the renewal programs in the parish. If cultural diversity
and difficulties caused by lack English proficiency among many parishioners challenging us, going by
Jesus’ logic, it is the opportune time to commence the renewal program in the parish. If you find the lack
of resources and even the parish Priest is hard to understand, then it is an opportune time to commence our
renewal program in the parish. Just as Jesus chose the unsophisticated people to be his apostles, we too do
not need experts to make up a team to work towards Parish 2020 renewal program. It only require an
openness of heart and mind to the Word of God and willingness to work with your pastor. I am, therefore
not waiting for the people with leisure time in their hand and expertise to assist me with the ministries and
evangelisation programs. I am looking for people who are prepared to challenge themselves, in spite of
busy life. Open your heart and mind to the Word of God and respond to the call of the parish to the
renewal ministries, so that ‘the people in darkness will see a great light’.
written by Patricia Giammarco (daughter)

MESSAGE FROM ARCHBISHOP ANTHONY FISHER OP, SYDNEY
February 16, 2017
My dear friends,
This week the Royal Commission into Institutionalised Responses to Child Sexual
Abuse released details of the money paid to survivors of sexual abuse by the Church in
Australia. In the case of the Archdiocese of Sydney, between 1980 and 2015 we provided
financial assistance or compensation in the order of $17.16 million.
It is important for everyone in the Archdiocese to know these payments did not come
from money collected in the parishes. The Archdiocese made these payments by drawing
down its assets and investments. All money collected in parishes goes to support the
living costs of the clergy, and the needs of the parish where the money is collected.
Parishioners need to be assured their generosity, week after week, is not contributing to
Archdiocesan payments to meet our responsibilities towards victims or survivors.
I want to thank all parishioners for your support, friendship and prayers during these
difficult and often frustrating times.
We should be grateful that the work of the Royal Commission will help us understand
more clearly what happened in our Church and what were the contributing factors, how
and why we failed to respond as we should have, and the changes we must still put in
place to ensure we are never again faced with such an horrific situation.
The Commission has also heard this week about the safeguarding policies and protocols
we have developed in the Archdiocese. They are extensive and comprehensive and they
are continually being improved. I want to thank our Safeguarding Office which has led
this work, and all clergy, parish leaders and volunteers for their willingness to implement
the new policies and practices required to ensure the safety of children and other
vulnerable people.
Next week I will join other Archbishops on a panel at the Royal Commission to discuss
the key issues of this current hearing.
Above all let us pray for all survivors and their families, both inside and outside the
church, that they will experience God’s healing grace.
Our Lady, Help of Christians, Comforter of the Afflicted, pray for us.
+Anthony Fisher, OP

Important Dates

February 18/19 – Confirmation Enrolment and Commitment
February 21 – Confirmation Parents Meeting
February 24 – Pastoral Care of the Sick Meeting
February 24 – Volunteers Gathering
February 25—Lector’s Training
February 28—Lenten Prayer Group with Jenny Michael Commences
March 1 – Ash Wednesday
March 2 – Lenten Prayer Group with Fr Thomas Commences
March 3 – Stations of the Cross for Lent Commences
March 3 – World day of prayer (hosted by Salvation Army Auburn)
March 4 & 5 - First Communion Enrolment and Commitment
March 5 - Rite of Enrolment for the RCIA
March 7 - First Communion Parents Meeting
March 8 – Meditation Program with Fr Thomas commences (Wednesdays of Lent)
March 11 – Mass of Anointing of the Sick
March 12 – Confirmation Preparation Classes commence (4 weekly sessions on Sundays)
March 17—Mini Faith Celebration (SJW)
March 21—Harmony Day Mass (SJW)
March 22 – Ministers Fraternity of various denominations
March 24—Pastoral Care of the Sick Meeting
March 26 – Ordination Anniversary of Mgr Berbari
April 7—Holy Week Faith Celebration (SJW)
April 9 – Palm Sunday
April 10 – Holy Week Reflections with Fr John Sullivan Commences
April 13 – Easter Triduum, Mass of Last Supper
April 14— Good Friday & Combined Stations of the Cross with different denominations, Passion Service
April 15—Easter Vigil
April 16—Easter Sunday
April 25—ANZAC Day Mass
April 28—St Peter Chanel Memorial
May 2—St Joseph Feast Day Mass (SJW)
May 9—Confirmation Reflection
May 26—Pastoral Care of the Sick Meeting
May 20—Confirmation Rehearsal after Vigil Mass
May 24—Mary Help of Christians Mass (SJW)
May 27—Confirmation Celebration, Vigil Mass Confirmation
June 4—Pentecost
June 10—Mass of Anointing of the Sick
June 11—First Communion Program Commences
(4 weekly sessions on Sundays)
June 23—Pastoral Care of the Sick Meeting
July 16—Parish Day
July 28—Pastoral Care of the Sick Meeting
August 24—First Communion Retreat
August 25—Pastoral Care of the Sick Meeting
August 27—First Holy Communion Celebration (SJW)
September 2/3—First Holy Communion Celebration
September 9/10—First Reconciliation Enrolment
September 12—First Reconciliation Parents Meeting
September 22—Pastoral Care of the Sick Meeting
October 15—First Reconciliation Program Commences (4 weekly sessions on Sundays)
October 27—Pastoral Care of the Sick Meeting
November 11—Mass of Anointing of the Sick
November 15—First Reconciliation Celebration
November 24—Pastoral Care of the Sick Meeting, Candle Light Mass
December 22—Pastoral Care of the Sick Meeting
December 25—Christmas Day, Christmas Luncheon

Antiphons & Readings
Entrance Antiphon:
O Lord, I trust in your merciful
love.
My heart will rejoice in your
salvation.
I will sing to the Lord who has
been bountiful with me.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Whoever keeps the word of
Christ, grows perfect in the love
of God.
Alleluia!
Communion Antiphon:
Responsorial Psalm:
I will recount all your wonders,
(R) The Lord is kind and merciful. I will rejoice in you and be glad,
and sing psalms to your name, O
1. My soul, give thanks to the
Lord, all my being, bless his holy Most High.
name. My soul, give thanks to
the Lord and never forget all his
blessings. (R)
Next Week’s Readings:
2. It is he who forgives all your Is 49:14-15
1 Cor 4:1-5
guilt, who heals every one of
Mt 6:24-34
your ills, who redeems your life
from the grave, who crowns you
with love and compassion. (R)
3 The Lord is compassion and
love, slow to anger and rich in
mercy. He does not treat us
according to our sins nor repay
us according to our faults. (R)
4. As far as the east is from the
west so far does he remove our
sins. As a father has compassion
on his sons, the Lord has pity on
those who fear him. (R)

Holy Mass at Berala
Monday to Friday 6.45am
Wednesday to Friday 9.15am
Saturday 8.00am
Saturday 9.00am Adoration &
Novena.
Holy Mass at Auburn South
Tuesday 9.00am
(during school term only)
Lord’s Day Mass Berala
Saturday 5.00PM (Vigil)
Sunday 10.00AM
Lord’s Day Mass Auburn
South
Sunday 8.00AM
Reconciliation at Berala
Saturday 9.00AM - 10.00AM.
Or contact the parish office for
any other time.
For Baptisms, Weddings, Bible
Study and Catholic Enquiry,
please contact Fr Thomas or the
parish office.
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YOUTH
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Ingrid SCHARENGUIVEL

Monica SMITH

CANTOR
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8am (SJW)
William ANDREWS

10am (SPC)
Roland JAVIER
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Helen Le MOTTEE
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Hospital Communion Sun: C & K Scully
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Anita ZRILIC
Altar: Group 4 A Yip; M Botham;
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Children’s liturgy: Vinita Nazareth
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LECTOR FOR MASS

R & M VICTORINO

25 February
Christine KENSEY

